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car firm
moves to
old tank
factory

Quarter-of-a-mile shed will

store thousands of vehicles

Lizzie Murphy

A FORMER tank factory, which
closed with the loss of 450 jobs
in the late 1990s, is enjoying a
new lease of life after a car deal-
ership decided to expand its
operations.

Online used-car firm Auto-
quake, which employs 90 people

former Vickers tank factory, at
Radial Park, in Leeds.

The 250,000 sq ft shed, which is
a quarter-of-a-mile long, has the
capacity to store 1,000 cars at a
time, about 10,000 a 1

The move from its Bradford
site on Knowles Street will
enable it to store most of the
cars in the building and protect
them from the weather — unlike

its previous base which had no

indoor

The Leeds faci]lty, which will
employ up to 30 people, will
form a core part of
Autoquake.com’s ecommerce
d.lsmbuuon network and com-

SC uled or opening towanis
the middle of 2009.

Autoquake, which  was
founded in 2005, operates all its
business online, dispensing with
traditional showrooms and the
associated costs.

The firm claims that this
enables them to offer discounts

into the -

of 10 per cent over car super-
markets and 20 per cent over
main

Itis
with 5,

th 700 in 2007. This

yeari;a:pemmaeumorethau v

15,000 cars.

Fredrik Scamze, founder of
Autoquake, said: “While the new
and used car market has gone

dowﬂ thé online segment is

Autoquake s chief executive
Hubson added: “We are
ted to take over
the hamﬁx: factory here
in Leeds for our new distribution
and handover centre in the
North of England. The new
Leeds facility will play an inte-
gral part of the business as we
upscale throughout this year
and the years to come. -
“We have seen a rapid
sion of our business since
launch that consumers

vehhcles online. No hagg!jng,

Wer uve seen a @eveufo

increase in our sales between
2007 and 2008, and we're expect-
i.ug sales to exceed 15,000 cars

Aumquake has taken a five-
year lease with owners
needle Ine
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dramatic growth
[girs. sold in 2008

have taken to the idea of buying
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BIG Slm'mnoqunke'sm site at the former Vickers tank factory in Le

area manager for Autoquake, with Rupert Visick, of letting agents GentV

lights changes taking place
within the commercial property
market as a result of the reces-
sion.
As buyers become more cost-
dansnlou.s. businesses such as
. which offer a lower-

priced pmcmct, are picking up a

gmatet share of the market, he

Pamcu]ar condluons created
by removal of empty rates relief
have also had an effect, with the
client advised to do a deal at an
economical rental to clear their
rating liability.

‘The Government abolished ms.“



GentVisick G

The Industrial Partnership




